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the Party. Hitler lost thirty-three seats, or more than two
million votes. The numbers of the National Socialist
deputies declined from two hundred and thirty to one
hundred and ninety-seven. Nevertheless, it was clear that
Strasser's advance into the workers' camp had at least
salvaged a proportion of the working-class vote. For the
Social Democrats also lost seats, twelve to be precise. They
were reduced from one hundred and thirty-three seats to
one hundred and twenty-one. The Communists went up
from eighty-nine to one hundred. Papen was able to claim
a modest success when the German Nationalists could show
an increase from thirty-seven to fifty-one. The votes given
to his supporters had swollen by almost fifty per cent. But
in spite of this Papen's Government had but ten per cent
of the Reichstag at its command.
The Zentrum had a relapse from ninety-seven to eighty-
nine seats. This removed a certain danger for Papen,
because now the two opponents of his Government, namely,
the National Socialists and the Zentrum, no longer possessed
a combined majority in the new Reichstag.
The National Socialists were, it is true, still the most
powerful party in parliament, but it could easily be esti-
mated that in the normal course of things (and on the basis
of the municipal elections which took place in December
and January) a few weeks later the supporters of the National
Socialists would only have obtained at the most one hundred
and fifty seats.
A turning-point in the movement itself now appeared to
be marked in the vote of the electors too.
Thereupon Schleicher had another of his diabolical ideas.
On one hand he was heartily sick of Papen, who as Chan-
cellor had been an unpleasant disappointment, and on the
other he felt that the moment had come when he could once
again expose Hitler before his own supporters. Therefore
in the days immediately following the November elections,
he persuaded Papen to announce a * mock resignation * to
give Hitler another chance. Schleicher, like Papea, was
completely convinced that Hitler could not succeed in